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SECTION I. INTRODUCTION
Adequate transportation is a concern for all individuals, regardless of age, race, gender,
disability, ethnicity, religion, or income level, who reside, work, or visit Glynn County, Georgia. The
Brunswick Area Transportation Study (BATS), the designated Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) for the City of Brunswick and Glynn County, was established in 1992 under
the provisions of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991.
Metropolitan Planning Organizations are designated to carry out the metropolitan
transportation planning process in urbanized areas with populations over 50,000, as
determined by the U.S. Census. Urbanized areas of over 200,000 in population are additionally
designated as Transportation Management Areas. These areas have more complex
transportation issues and are allocated more funding to deal with those issues. With Glynn
County’s population of less than 200,000, the area is not designated as a Transportation
Management Area (TMA), for purposes of federal transportation regulations.
A map of the BATS MPO Boundary is shown below.

The current federal transportation legislation providing the MPO guidelines, including public
participation, is contained within the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act,
enacted on December 4, 2015.
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Glynn County is classified as an attainment area for purposes of federal air quality regulations.
This classification indicates that no violations of air quality standards have been found and the
area is compliant or in attainment with federal air quality standards.

SECTION II. PURPOSE OF PARTCIPATION PLAN
BATS recognizes the need to involve citizens from every walk of life in the transportation
planning process and actively seeks to involve the public in all transportation planning efforts.
To promote public participation and compliance with the -FAST Act, the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, BATS maintains an outreach program to
encourage participation from all citizens of the BATS area the City of Brunswick and Glynn County
with special attention to the inclusion of traditionally underrepresented populations. Federal
financial assistance in implementing needed transportation programs and projects is
dependent on BATS maintaining a cooperative, continuous and comprehensive planning process
and a viable Public Participation Plan (PPP). The purpose of the Public Participation Plan (PPP) is
to provide clear a directive for agency and public involvement activities conducted as part of
BATS’ primary responsibilities.

SECTION III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN (PPP) REQUIREMENTS
The BATS Public Participation Plan is designed to meet the public involvement process
requirements set forth by the FAST Act. The BATS PPP also complies with the Civil Rights Act of
1964, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Federal regulations as outlined in 23 C.F.R.
450.316 and U.S.C. 134 provide the requirements for MPO public involvement programs.
23 CFR 450.316: Interested Parties, Participation and Consultation
(a)

The MPO shall develop and use a documented public participation plan that defines a
process for providing individuals, affected public agencies, representatives of public
transportation employees, public ports, freight shippers, providers of freight
transportation services, private providers of transportation (including intercity bus
operators, employer-based commuting programs, such as carpool program, vanpool
program, transit benefit program, parking cash-out program, shuttle program, or
telework program), representatives of users of public transportation, representatives
of users of pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities, representatives
of the disabled, and other interested parties with reasonable opportunities to be
involved in the metropolitan transportation planning process.
(1) The MPO shall develop the public participation plan in consultation with all
interested parties and shall, at a minimum, describe explicit procedures,
2
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strategies, and desired outcomes for:
(i) Providing adequate public notice of public participation activities and time
for public review and comment at key decision points, including but not
limited to a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed
metropolitan transportation plan and the TIP;
(ii) Providing timely notice and reasonable access to information about
transportation issues and processes;
(iii) Employing visualization techniques to describe metropolitan transportation
plans and TIPs;
(iv) Making public information (technical information and meeting notices)
available in electronically accessible formats and means, such as the World
Wide Web; Holding any public meetings at convenient and accessible
locations and times;
(v) Demonstrating explicit consideration and response to shareholders
received during the development of the metropolitan transportation plan
and the TIP;
(vi) Seeking out and considering the needs of those traditionally underserved
by existing transportation systems, such as low income and minority
households, who may face challenges accessing employment and other
services;
(vii) Providing an additional opportunity for public comment, if the final
metropolitan transportation plan or TIP differs significantly from the
version that was initially made available for public comment by the MPO
and raises new material issues that interested parties could not reasonably
have foreseen from the public involvement efforts;
(viii) Coordinating with the statewide transportation planning public
involvement and consultation processes under subpart B of this part; and
(ix) Periodically reviewing the effectiveness of the procedures and strategies
contained in the Public Participation Plan to ensure a full and open
participation process.
(2) When significant written and oral comments are received on the draft
Metropolitan Transportation Plan and TIP (including the financial plans) as a
result of the participation process in this section or the interagency consultation
process required under the EPA transportation conformity regulations (40 CFR
part 93), a summary, analysis, and report on the disposition of comments shall
be made as part of the final metropolitan transportation plan and TIP.
(3) A minimum public comment period of 45 calendar days shall be provided before
the initial or revised Public Participation Plan is adopted by the MPO. Copies of
the approved Public Participation Plan shall be provided to FHWA and the FTA
3

BRUNSWICK AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (BATS) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 2020
for informational purposes and shall be posted on the World Wide Web, to the
maximum extent practicable.
(b)

In developing metropolitan transportation plans and TIPs, the MPO should consult
with agencies and officials responsible for other planning activities within the MPA
that are affected by transportation (including State and local planned growth,
economic development, environmental protection, airport operations, or freight
movements) or coordinate its planning process (to the maximum extent practicable)
with such planning activities. In addition, metropolitan transportation plans and TIPs
shall be developed with due consideration of other related planning activities within
the metropolitan area, and the process shall provide for the design and delivery of
transportation services within the area that are provided by:
(1) Recipients of assistance under title 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53;
(2) Governmental agencies and non-profit organizations (including representatives
of the agencies and organizations) that receive Federal assistance from a source
other than the U.S. Department of Transportation to provide non-emergency
transportation services; and
(3) Recipients of assistance under 23 U.S.C. 204.

(c)

When the MPA includes Indian Tribal lands, the MPO shall appropriately involve the
Indian Tribal government(s) in the development of the metropolitan transportation
plan and the TIP.

(d)

When the MPA includes Federal public lands, the MPO shall appropriately involve the
Federal land management agencies in the development of the metropolitan
transportation plan and the TIP.

(e)

MPOs shall, to the extent practicable, develop a documented process(es) that outlines
roles, responsibilities, and key decision points for consulting with other governments
and agencies, as defined in paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) of this section, which may be
included in the agreement(s) developed under § 450.314.

SECTION IV. GENERAL PUBLIC AWARENESS AND PARTICIPATION ACTIVITIES
This section of the PPP addresses the public involvement activities that are undertaken to
publicize the general responsibilities and solicit shareholders into the transportation planning
activities of the BATS.
BATS Committees
Policy Committee (PC)
The BATS Policy Committee (PC), which consists of elected officials and staff representing
the jurisdictions, transportation providers and other significant interests in the MPO area, is
4

BRUNSWICK AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (BATS) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 2020
responsible for the establishment of policy and overall guidance of the MPO. The Policy
Committee is the forum for state and local governments, and transportation agencies that
oversee or develop major transportation modes within the Metropolitan Planning Area, and
appropriate State officials. In carrying out its responsibilities, the Policy Committee receives
recommendations from both the Technical Coordinating Committee and Citizens Advisory
Committee and makes decisions that set transportation priorities.
Additionally, the Policy Committee is responsible for reviewing and approving all
transportation study plans and programs resulting from the Brunswick Area Transportation
Study. They PC is responsible for ensuring that a continuing, comprehensive, and
cooperative transportation process is maintained through a current Urban Transportation
Study that is responsive to applicable laws, rules, and regulations and that its components
include a Long Range Transportation Plan, a Unified Planning Work Program, and a
Transportation Improvement Program, and other plans and reports that are responsive to
the transportation needs of local governments and developed through an appropriate
public involvement program.

The following positions are represented on the Policy Committee:
Chairperson, BATS Citizens Advisory Committee
Chairperson, Glynn County Board of Commissioners
Mayor, City of Brunswick
City Manager, City of Brunswick
Commissioner, Georgia Department of Transportation
County Administrator, Glynn County
Director, Brunswick/Golden Isles Chamber of Commerce
Director, Glynn County Airport Commission
Director, Jekyll Island Authority
Director, Port Planning, Georgia Ports Authority
Director, Glynn County Community Development
Division Administrator, Federal Highway Administration (ex-officio)
Glynn County Board of Commissioners
Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC)
The Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) consists of transportation planners, engineers,
and transit providers representing local, regional, and state agencies. The TCC is charged
with the responsibility of reviewing BATS plans and recommendations, providing technical
guidance to the Policy Committee and the Citizens Advisory Committee, and to ensure that
plans and recommendations made by BATS do not conflict with other plans or programs
underway in the metropolitan planning study area. As plans and alternatives are prepared
and approved by this committee, they are presented to the Policy Committee for final
adoption.
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The following positions are represented on the Technical Coordinating Committee:
Chairperson, Glynn County Mainland Planning Commission
Chairperson, Glynn County Islands Planning Commission
City Engineer, City of Brunswick
Chief, Glynn County Police Department
Chief, City of Brunswick Police Department
County Engineer, Glynn County Engineering Division
Director, City of Brunswick Community Development Department
Director, City of Brunswick Public Works Department
Director, Glynn County Emergency Management Director
Director, Glynn County Community Development Department
Director, Glynn County Public Works Department
Traffic Safety Engineer, Glynn County Public Works Department
Director, Glynn County Geographic Information Systems Department
Planning & Zoning Manager, Glynn County Community Development Department
Director of Services and Development, Jekyll Island Authority
Executive Director, Brunswick/Glynn County Development Authority
Executive Director, Brunswick & Golden Isles Visitors Bureau
Manager, Glynn County Airport Commission
Managing Director, Georgia Ports Authority-Brunswick Terminal
Representative, Georgia DOT Office of Planning
Representative, Georgia DOT-District Office
Representative, Georgia Division FHWA
MTP Subcommittee
The MTP Subcommittee is a special committee identified to review technical aspects of MTP
development. The MTP Subcommittee reviews the base year and all subsequent networks
to be modeled to ensure that the information and proposed projects in the model are
accurate. The MTP Subcommittee also reviews public comments and recommends network
revisions if necessary. The MTP Subcommittee also reviews the draft MTP cost constrained
project list and making recommendations for project adjustments as necessary.
The following positions are represented on the MTP Subcommittee:
Director, Glynn County Community Development
Planning and Zoning Manager, Glynn County Community Development
Planner, Brunswick Area Transportation Study
County Engineer, Glynn County Engineering Department
Director, Glynn County Public Works Department
City Engineer, City of Brunswick
City Planning Director, City of Brunswick
6
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Director, Brunswick Public Works Department
Technical representative of the Director, Glynn County Airport Commission
Managing Director, Georgia Ports Authority-Brunswick Terminal
Representative, Georgia DOT Office of Planning
Representative, Georgia DOT-District Office
Representative, Georgia DOT Intermodal Programs
Representative, Georgia Division, FHWA
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC)
The Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) functions as an information dissemination and
review group. The CAC includes a cross section of representatives of the community,
including those typically underrepresented in the transportation planning process. The CAC
includes representation from all geographic areas within the planning area. The
membership of the CAC, as outlined in the by-laws, includes a maximum of 18 members.
Three members are appointed by Glynn County, two members by the City of Brunswick and
the remaining members are chosen through an application process by the Policy
Committee.
The CAC reviews and provides feedback and input on the development of transportation
programs and projects, including the MTP and TIP. Input from the CAC is reviewed and
considered by the Technical and Policy Committees.

SECTION V. TITLE VI POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Title VI Compliance Program
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d) states that “no person in the United
States shall, on the grounds of race color or national origin, be excluded from participation in,
be denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subject to discrimination under any program or
activity receiving Federal financial assistance.” The Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987
expanded Title VI to include all of a recipient’s and contractor’s programs or activities, whether
federally assisted or not.
Additional nondiscrimination regulations are found in other statues, regulations and Executive
Orders include:
• Section 324 of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973 prohibiting sex discrimination
• Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970
prohibiting unfair and inequitable treatment of persons as a result of federally assisted
• Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act
1990 prohibiting discrimination on the basis of disability and requiring accessibility for
those with disabilities. The
7
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• Age Discrimination Act of 1975 prohibiting age discrimination.
Other Title VI-related statues include but are not limited to 42 USC 2000d to 2000d-4; 42 USC
4601 to 4655; 23 USC 109(h); 23 USC 324; DOT Order 1050.2; EO 12250; EO 12898; 28 CFR 50.3.
It is the policy of BATS that compliance with the statutes, regulations, and Executive Orders
outlined above is ensured in all areas of the transportation planning process.

Organization, Staffing and Structure
Agency Administrator
The Glynn County Community Development Director functions as the BATS Director and is
responsible for ensuring compliance with provisions of the BATS’s policy of non-discrimination
and with the applicable regulations. The BATS Director is responsible for the grants compliance
function and Title VI coordination.

Title VI Coordinator
The Glynn County Grants Coordinator is the designated Title VI Coordinator for transportation
programs for Glynn County and the BATS. The Title VI Coordinator will perform and oversee
implementation of the BATS’s Title VI Federally Funded Transportation Program and will have
full access to BATS and Glynn County staff needed to carry out these activities. The Title VI
Coordinator can be contacted at 912-554-7120 or by mail at 1725 Reynolds Street, Brunswick,
GA 31520.
Title VI Policy Implementation
The BATS Director and the Title VI Coordinator are responsible for initiating, monitoring, and
ensuring compliance with the following Title VI requirements.
Program Administration
Administration of the Title VI program and coordination of implementation and compliance
with all requirements and objectives. Conduct procedural and administrative reviews and make
recommendations to the BATS Director.
Complaints
Review Title VI complaints received, and resolve complaints as outlined under the BATS Title VI
Complaint Procedures on the proceeding pages to the fullest extent possible.
Data Collection
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Review on an annual basis data collected by other staff to ensure compliance with the
requirements of Title VI program administration. This review is accomplished concurrently with
the GDOT Title VI reporting survey.
Environmental Impact Statements
Ensure that available census data are included as a part of all Environmental Impact
Statements/Assessments (EIS/EIA) for projects receiving Federal Highway Administration
or
other Federal assistance.
Training Programs
Conduct or facilitate training programs for BATS employees on Title VI related issues and
facilitate Title VI training for BATS staff and Committee members. Any training will be
summarized and included in the annual update.

Title VI Policy Update
Review and update the BATS Title VI policy as needed or required. Updated policies will be
presented to the BATS Director for approval and the updates submitted for concurrence to
GDOT and FHWA. All updates to the Title VI policies will be posted on the BATS webpage at
https://www.glynncounty.org/303/Metropolitan-Planning-Organization-BATS
Annual Accomplishment Report
Responsible for the preparation of the annual report of Title VI accomplishments and any
updates that occurred in the previous year. Identify the goals and objectives for the upcoming
year and submit to GDOT Office of Planning by July 31st of each year.
Public Outreach and Education
Develop and provide Title VI program information to BATS employees and sub-recipients,
including contractors, subcontractors, consultants, and sub- consultants and beneficiaries, as
well as the general public through posting of official statements, website postings, and the
inclusion of Title VI language in legal documents/agreements. Ensure that public service
announcements or notices are posted for proposed projects, hearings, meetings, or formation
of public advisory boards, in newspapers or other media, including minority publications or
media, and reaching affected communities. When appropriate, written or verbal information in
languages other than English will be provided.
Elimination of Discrimination
9
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Establish procedures in coordination with GDOT, FHWA, and FTA for addressing identified
deficiencies. Identify and recommend procedures to eliminate any discrimination discovered in
any BATS processes.
Maintain Legislative and Procedural Information
Ensure the current BATS Title VI policy, Annual Accomplishment Reports, and other resource
information pertaining to the implementation and administration of the BATS’s Title VI program
is maintained and updated. Provide information to the public upon request.

SECTION VI. LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICENCY (LEP)
Individuals identified as Limited English Proficiency (LEP) are those whose primary language is
not English and who have limited ability to read, speak, write, or understand English. LEP
individuals can face difficulties in accessing important benefits or services, understanding and
exercising important rights, complying with applicable responsibilities, or understanding other
information provided by federally funded programs and activities.
There are various tools and strategies the BATS can use to help ensure that the needs of an LEP
population are addressed. These tools include the early identification of members of the public
who need language assistance, inclusion of materials in other languages, ensuring that BATS
staff are adequately trained to assist those needing language assistance, and the use of
additional tools, such as the Census Bureau’s “I Speak Cards” at a sign-in table for those who
speak languages other than English.

SECTION VII. PERFORMANCE MEASURES
Section. 6028. of FAST ACT states:
“The Administrator of the Federal Highway Administration shall develop, use, and maintain data
sets and data analysis tools to assist metropolitan planning organizations, States, and the
Federal Highway Administration in carrying out performance management analyses (including
the performance management requirements under section 150 of title 23, United States Code).”
Using the strategies outlined in the table below, BATS will continuously monitor and evaluate
the performance measures and goals outlined in the PPP. These performance measures will
also be reviewed on an annual basis, providing guidance for updating the PPP as needed.
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STRATEGIES TO MONITOR AND EVALUATE MPO PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
MPO Performance Goals/
Objectives

1.

2.

Raise public
awareness and
understanding of
transportation
planning process.

Maintain timely
contact with key
stakeholders and the
public throughout the
transportation
planning process.

Public Participation
Tool
Public Meetings

Evaluation Criteria
Calls, letters, and
e-mails; number
of attendees

Display Ad, including Calls, letters, and
Posters and Flyers
e-mails.; Number
of persons that it
reached.
Email
Announcements/
Internet
Announcements

Calls, letters, and
e-mails.; Number
of persons that it
reached.

Key Stakeholders

Calls, letters, and
e-mails; Number
of persons that it
reached

11

Performance Goal(s)

Strategies to Meet Goal(s)

Number of public
meetings
• Number of
newsletter/publications
• Number of staff
meetings
• Attendance at public
meeting
• Number of media
engagement
Minimum of 15% of
meeting attendees
/survey respondents
that indicated that
they saw the ad
Minimum of 15% of
meeting attendees
/survey respondents
that indicated that
they saw the
announcement
• Number of stakeholder
meetings
• Number of public
meetings/events
• Number of Committee
meetings
• Number of notices sent to

Schedule meetings at
convenient times and in
accessible locations. Use other
public involvement tools to
increase awareness of
meetings.

•

Pursue publication in a
prominent location of the
paper. Increase the size or
modify the layout to make ads
more visible.
Increase e-mail list by
advertising the availability of email announcements using
other public involvement tools

Increase distribution to
common areas where posters
will be more visible to the
general public.

BRUNSWICK AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (BATS) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 2020

3.

Employ visualization
and outreach
techniques to better
describe and
communicate
metropolitan
transportation plans
and processes to the
public.

Facilitate MPO
Education/Outreach
to raise awareness of
MPO planning,

Press Releases

Calls, letters, emails
from
media and
others

BATS Website

Calls, letters, and
e-mails.; Number
of ‘hits’ (visits)
on the web site
Calls, letters,
etc.; Number of
persons reached.
Calls, letters,
etc.; Number of
responses

Facts Sheets

Surveys

resource and partner
agencies
• How stakeholder issues
were addressed in planning
documents
• Number of published
documents and
associated press releases

Minimum of 30 hits
more during public
comment period vs.
other times
Positive Comments

60% of contacted
persons participate in
the survey

Interactive Story
Maps

Website clicks

•

Number of MPO
projects mapped /
added to interactive
platform

MPO 101
information packets

Call, letters, emails, etc
number of information
packets requested

•

Number of packets
requested by
individuals,
number of website

•

12

Prepare and distribute press
releases as necessary to
advertise BATS meetings,
review and comment periods,
and milestones in specific
projects.
Use other public involvement
tools and document to
increase
advertisement of the web site.
Use of graphics and graphic
designs for attractive and
informative fact sheets
Encourage responses by
explaining the importance of
receiving feedback. Offer
incentives for returning
surveys
Use of ArcGIS to create
interactive project story maps
that will provide essential
project details and allow public
to access different layers of
information that can create
various planning scenarios
Prepare and distribute / make
available MPO 101 information
packets

BRUNSWICK AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (BATS) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 2020

4.

projects as well as
garner more
participation and
involvement in the
metropolitan
transportation
planning process

MPO 101
Orientation
/Training

Call, letters, emails,
number of attendees

•

•

•

13

downloads/clicks
Number of
participants
attending
orientation and
training,
Number of
orientation and
training sessions
held,
Number of MPO
binders created

Prepare MPO 101 orientation
and training presentations and
materials and host training
sessions
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The Brunswick Area Transportation Study (BATS) MPO will develop an annual report
summarizing these performance measures highlighting the increase, decrease or sustaining
efforts related to each measure.

SECTION VIII -AGENCY CONSULTANTATION AND PARTCIPATION STRATEGIES
Section 1201 of FAST ACT requires that MPOs:
“shall consult, as appropriate with State and local agencies responsible for land use
management, natural resources, environmental protection, conservation, and historic
preservation concerning the development of a long-range transportation plan,” and that
this consultation “shall involve, as appropriate, comparison of transportation plans with
State conservation plans or maps, if available, or comparison of transportation plans to
inventories of natural or historic resources, if available”.
In addition the Secretary shall encourage each MPO to consult with officials responsible
for other types for planning activities that are affected by transportation in the area
including State and local planned growth, economic development, environmental
protection, airport operations, and freight movement.” “shall consult with employers,
private and nonprofit providers of public transportation, transportation management
organizations, and organizations that provide job access reverse commute projects or
job-related services to low-income individuals.’’
To meet consultation requirements listed above, the agencies listed in Appendix B were
identified. BATS will interact with each of these agencies directly or indirectly to ensure that the
MPO compares available plans, maps, and inventories from state and local resources, as
appropriate. In addition, BATS will provide these resource agencies reasonable opportunities to
review and provide comments on draft documents including the TIP, the MTP, and this Public
Participation Plan.
BATS will continue to coordinate with local, regional and State agencies responsible for
economic development, planned growth, airport and freight movement.
The MPO will document all comments and suggestions. The consultation process must be
documented in a simple, short, and concise form using understandable language.
Environmental Mitigation
Section 1201 of the FAST ACT requires planning documents to include “a discussion of the types
of potential environmental mitigation activities and potential areas to carry out these activities,
including activities that may have the greatest potential to restore and maintain the
environmental functions affected by the [transportation] plan,” and that these planning-level
discussions “shall be developed in consultation with Federal, State, and Tribal land
management, wildlife, and regulatory agencies.”
14
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To comply with these requirements, BATS will afford the agencies listed in Appendix A the
opportunity to actively participate in the planning process and will forward information to the
agencies regarding major planning and corridor studies and the development of the required
plans. The goal is to facilitate dialogue and identify potential environmental mitigation
activities early in the planning process.
Public Outreach Activities
A variety of public outreach activities are utilized in the BATS area to encourage participation,
monitor the development of plans and programs, and to provide direct input into the
transportation planning process. Public outreach activities are described below.
Ensuring Availability of Documents and Meeting Notices
BATS staff is responsible for providing information in areas that are of concern or interest to
the BATS Committees, and the general public upon request. Draft and final versions of the
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP),
and other special studies are made available at the Glynn County Planning & Zoning Division
located in the Courthouse Annex at 1725 Reynolds Street, Suite 200 in Brunswick Georgia
31520, the City of Brunswick Manager's Office at City Hall, and the public libraries in
incorporated and unincorporated parts of Glynn County. A list of addresses for each of these
locations can be found in Appendix A. Documents will be mailed out to individuals, upon
request, for a small fee to cover the cost of printing and postage. The documents will also be
posted to the County’s website for anyone to view, download or print out.
The public receives notice of the agenda, location, time, and site of all BATS Committee
meetings through the county website and through a local newspaper. The public is welcome
and encouraged to attend the meetings. Notice is also given to local television stations,
radio stations, and newspapers at least five days in advance of regularly scheduled
Committee meetings. A listing of these media outlets is included in Appendix A and will be
updated regularly.
When a Committee decides to hold an additional work session, a date and time will be
chosen which allows for at least a 10-day public notice. A 5-day public notice is acceptable
if a 10-day public notice would prevent the Committees from being able to meet a deadline.
Notice of additional work session meetings will be given to the local newspapers, radio
stations, and television stations listed Appendix A.
Committee meeting agendas will be posted on the MPO website for Individuals,
organizations, agencies, or businesses to access as early as seven days prior to the scheduled
meeting. Minutes from previous meetings will also be posted for anyone to access as early
as the date of the next scheduled meeting of the same Committee. Staff will provide
website links to access the documents upon request. These items will also be made
available viewing at the Glynn County Planning & Zoning Division, 1725 Reynolds Street,
Suite 200, Brunswick, Georgia 31520.
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All meeting materials, including research, presentations, and documents will be developed in
an understandable manner to the average citizen. Staff will take reasonable measures to
ensure that people who are vision-impaired, hearing impaired, or have a language barrier
are able to understand the graphic materials as well.
For MPO public meetings, BATS staff may hold meetings at several venues in Glynn County.
Prior to scheduling meetings, staff will visit potential sites to ensure their accessibility by
disabled persons. Staff will also try, to the greatest extent possible, to ensure that all
meeting rooms have adequate acoustics.
Stakeholder Database
The BATS staff maintains a stakeholder database of major employers, social service
agencies, transportation-related industries, homeowners associations, developers, elected
officials, media, churches serving Environmental Justice (EJ) communities, Environmental
Justice (EJ) community representatives, and other interested individuals. Newsletters
and/or other notices will be mailed or emailed to the identified stakeholders periodically.
Staff asks that recipients of these newsletters post them in employee lounges, waiting rooms,
public bulletin boards, or organizational newsletters, as applicable. The stakeholder database is
updated at least annually.
BATS Webpage
The BATS maintains a webpage as a link to the Glynn County website. The URL for the
webpage is www.glynncounty.org/index.aspx?NID=303. Information related to BATS
planning activities and meeting times, dates, and locations are posted on a regular basis.
The webpage URL is also included in notices and publications.
Special Events
The BATS staff will periodically attend festivals and special events as needed to disseminate
information and obtain feedback on proposed plans, programs, or projects. If booths or
tables are set up for local organizations, staff will consider purchasing a booth or table in
order to display and disseminate information and to answer general questions on
transportation issues. This method has proven successful in generating feedback from
residents, as well as tourists.
Public Meetings and Workshops
The BATS designs the format of public meetings to generate the most feedback and input
from participants. These public meetings can be in the form of open house format,
workshops, which include small breakout groups, and activities that include interactive
exercises for participant designed to provide targeted feedback and input.
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Other Outreach Activities
Periodically, staff will consult with and learn from other agencies that have demonstrated
successful techniques for involving the public. Some of these activities include public
appearances, speakers’ bureau, programming on community access channels, surveys,
portable displays and similar public information activities.
Social Media
The use of social media in our society has increased exponentially over the last decade.
BATS will work to develop a presence on various social media sites in order to reach a larger
cross-section of the Glynn County citizenry. Comments and feedback regarding
transportation planning issues will be gathered through the use of these websites.

SECTION IX. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES FOR THE TRADITIONALLY
UNDERSERVED
Over the past several years, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has put an increasing
emphasis on engaging the traditionally underserved citizens who will potentially be affected by
transportation decisions. Underserved citizens are those in situations that preclude them from
participating in the traditional public involvement activities and providing input into the
planning process. The FHWA has identified characteristics for the traditionally underserved;
they refer to these populations as Environmental Justice (EJ) communities. These communities
include:
•

Those with special cultural, racial, economic, or ethnic characteristics

•

Minority populations

•

Those with linguistic, cultural, institutional, geographic, and other barriers to
meaningful participation

•

Those with disabilities

•

Those with low incomes; and

•

Those who are poorly educated

The figure on the following page shows the current distribution of minority populations within
the study area. Appendix D of the document provides visual distribution of the various EJ
populations within the MPO planning area.
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Percentage Minority Population within MPO Study Area

Cultural differences such as language barriers hinder full participation in transportation
planning and project development. People who are physically and/or economically
disadvantaged often find access to transportation more difficult, which affects their ability to
participate in the traditional public involvement process activities. These groups of people can
provide valuable information that can be used to improve transportation not only for
themselves but also for the community at large.
Public Outreach Activities
Inclusion of Underserved Persons in Stakeholder Database
The stakeholder database, used to disseminate information to people in the community
with an interest in transportation issues, includes representatives from populations that are
typically underserved. As minority civic leaders, church leaders, and business owners are
identified, they are added to the stakeholder database for inclusion in future newsletter
mailings, meeting notices, and public outreach activities.
Utilization of Minority Publications
Posting meeting notices and important BATS information in minority publications is one
method to reach part of the population that has been traditionally underserved. During the
development and implementation of its programs, BATS will actively seek out opportunities
to utilize these publications to increase awareness and solicit input from Glynn County’s
minority groups. A listing of these media outlets is included as an Appendix A and will be
updated regularly.
18
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Translation of Documents and Meeting Notices
If there are special needs for the hearing impaired or vision impaired, steps will be taken to
ensure that these individuals receive information in an understandable format. In addition,
if a particular project is occurring near a concentrated population with English as a Second
Language, BATS staff will issue outreach materials in the native language of the affected
population. A map of these concentrated populations, as known, appears in Appendix D.

SECTION X. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN (MTP) UPDATE
The MTP identifies and prioritizes needed transportation projects for a 20-year period. The
document is updated at least every five years. Before approving the MTP, the BATS must
provide citizens, affected public agencies, representatives of transportation agencies, private
freight shippers, providers of freight transportation services, private providers of
transportation, representatives of users of public transit, and other interested parties with a
reasonable opportunity to comment on the MTP. The MTP Subcommittee will review the
technical aspects of the plan development including transportation modeling and project
recommendations. The CAC, TCC, and PC will review the draft and the final MTP. The PC
ultimately approves and adopts the final MTP. All of the federal regulations outlined in Section
II of this document must be satisfied in order for the plan to be acceptable.
Public Information Meetings
An initial Public Information Meeting (PIM) will be held early in the MTP update process to
review the goals and objectives of the plan, gain input from the public regarding community
priorities, and present the MTP update schedule to the public. The public will be invited to
attend scheduled CAC, TCC or PC meetings to monitor and participate in the MTP planning
process. The PIM will be advertised at least ten (10) days before the scheduled meeting
date. Staff will send notices to local newspapers, radio stations, and television stations
listed in in Appendix A of this document. Individuals and organizations in the stakeholder
database described in this document will also be notified. Social media sites used by the
City of Brunswick and Glynn County will also display notifications for opportunities to
participate. Other means of advertising, as appropriate, may also be used in conjunction with
these methods.
Comment Periods
After the Policy Committee approves the draft MTP a 30-day GDOT review period is
observed. Then a 30-day public review period is provided. If there is substantial feedback
from the public during their 30-day review, GDOT has reserved the right to call for another
15-day review period. A second PIM is held after the approval of the draft MTP by the Policy
Committee and at least 21 days prior to the scheduled adoption of the final MTP by the
19
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Policy Committee. Staff will send notices to local newspapers, radio stations, and television
stations listed in Appendix A of this document. Individuals and organizations in the
stakeholder database outlined in this document will also be notified. Other means of
advertising, as appropriate, may also be used in conjunction with these methods.
Draft and final MTP documents will be made available at the Glynn County Planning &
Zoning Division in the Courthouse Annex - 2nd Floor, the City of Brunswick Manager's office
at City Hall, and the public libraries in incorporated and unincorporated parts of Glynn
County. Documents will be mailed out to individuals, upon request, for a small fee to cover
the cost of printing and postage. The documents will also be posted to the County’s website
for anyone to view, download or print out.
Public outreach activities outlined in this document will be used, as needed, to inform and
to solicit input from the public during the MTP development process.
Staff will maintain a record of the public involvement process. Documentation may include:
•

Copies of published public notices of meetings designed to receive shareholders
on the draft plan;

•

Minutes, attendance sheets, comment cards, and other media that document
public participation in the MTP development;

•

Locations and times for meetings and media used to communicate with the
community (newspaper, television, radio, internet, etc.);

•

Identification of major transportation providers (such as aviation, freight, ports,
and transit) who were invited to participate and who did participate in the
process;

•

Outreach efforts to minority, low income, transportation disadvantaged, elderly,
disabled, and other groups that have been traditionally underserved by the
transportation system and planning process;

•

Newsletters, mailings, or other systematic ways to reach the public;

•

A summary and analysis that identifies significant written and oral comments
received on the draft MTP and how BATS considered those comments.

All public comments received during the MTP update process will be documented and
responded to by BATS staff with PC approval. Comments will be incorporated into the final
document as appropriate. Written comments and responses will be included in, or as an
Appendix to, the final document.
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SECTION XI. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)
Another primary responsibility of BATS is the development and maintenance of the
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The TIP is a document which identifies and
prioritizes transportation projects and sources of funding for improvements scheduled to be
implemented in the upcoming six-year period. The TIP updated at least every two years.
Comment Periods
Draft and final versions of this document will be made available at the Glynn County Planning &
Zoning Division, located at 1725 Reynolds Street - Suite 200, Brunswick, Georgia 31520, the City
of Brunswick Manager's office at City Hall, and the public libraries in incorporated and
unincorporated parts of Glynn County. Documents will also be posted on the BATS website for
viewing and download and mailed out to individuals as requested for a small fee to cover the
cost of printing and postage. The public involvement process for the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) is used to satisfy the Georgia Department of Transportation public
participation process for the Program of Projects (POP). All public notices announcing a public
involvement period for the TIP will include the following statement:
“Public notice of public involvement activities and time established for public
review of comment on the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) will
satisfy Program of Projects (POP) requirements.”
A public review period will be observed prior to the scheduled adoption of the final TIP by the
Policy Committee. To the extent practicable, the review period will be 30 days. Staff will send
notices to local newspapers, radio stations, and television stations listed in Appendix A.
Individuals and organizations in the stakeholder database described in this document will also
be notified. A notice will be posted on the MPO’s website as well as other means of advertising,
as appropriate, may also be used in conjunction with these methods.
The BATS staff will evaluate the comments received during the public review period. Staff will
also consider the potential impact of proposed projects on private individuals, businesses, and
communities. If needed, a public information meeting will be held to answer questions and
provide additional information. In such an event, staff will send notices to local newspapers,
radio stations, and television stations listed in Appendix A at least 10 days prior to the
scheduled meeting. Individuals and organizations in the stakeholder database outlined in this
document will also be notified. Other means of advertising, as appropriate, may also be used in
conjunction with these methods.
The BATS staff will maintain a record all public comments received during the TIP development
process.
•

Comments will be incorporated into the final document as appropriate.
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•

Written comments and responses will be included in, or as an Appendix to, the final
document.

In the event BATS receives significant comments on the draft TIP during the public comment
period. BATS staff will:
•

Review all comments received and coordinate with oversight agencies where necessary.

•

Staff will address all comments and present revised document to BATS committees for
review and recommendation for release of a second public comment period.

•

Following approval from the BATS Policy Committee, staff will rerelease a second draft of
the plan document for a 15-day public review following all public comment procedures
used to release the initial draft document.

•

Following the closing of the second comment period BATS staff will review and incorporate
all applicable comments received into the final document before presentation for
approval/adoption by the Policy Committee.
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SECTION XII. AMENDMENTS TO THE METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN
AND TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
The public will be given special notice when major amendments to the MTP or TIP are
proposed. Major amendments are defined here as those having a significant impact on private
individuals, businesses, or communities. In such cases, staff will send notices to local
newspapers, radio stations, and television stations listed in Appendix A. Individuals and
organizations in the stakeholder database outlined in this document will also be notified. Other
means of advertising, as appropriate, may also be used in conjunction with these methods.
A comment period will be provided for proposed amendments to the MTP and TIP. To the extent
practicable, the review period will be 30 days. The CAC, TCC, and PC will review all proposed
amendments. The public will be invited to comment when the topic is discussed at the meetings
held by each Committee. The PC will accept or reject the proposed amendment.
Staff will maintain a record of all public comments received during the amendment process.
Comments will be incorporated into the final document as appropriate. Written comments and
responses will be included in, or as an Appendix to, the final document.
The public will not be given special notice of minor proposed amendments. A minor
amendment is defined as one which will not have a significant impact on a private individual,
business, or community.

SECTION XIII. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNIFIED
PLANNING WORK PROGRAM (UPWP)
The UPWP outlines the work schedule, projects, and funding associated with BATS programs,
staff, and Committees for the fiscal year. The UPWP will be made available to the public for
review and comment prior to its adoption. The public will be invited to comment when the
topic is discussed at the meetings held by each Committee. All public notices announcing a
public involvement period for the UPWP will include the following statement:
“Public notice of public involvement activities and time established for public
review of comment on the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) will satisfy
Program of Projects (POP) requirements.”
Draft and final versions of the UPWP will be made available at the Glynn County Planning &
Zoning Division, 1725 Reynolds Street- Suite 200, Brunswick, Georgia 31520, the City of
Brunswick Manager's office at City Hall, and the public libraries in incorporated and
unincorporated parts of Glynn County. Documents will also be available on the BATS website
for viewing and downloading and will be mailed out to individuals, as requested, for a small fee
to cover the cost of printing and postage.
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Staff will maintain documentation of all public comments for review by the BATS Committees.
Public comments will be reviewed and taken into consideration when drafting the final UPWP
document.

SECTION XIV. PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS FOR SPECIFIC TRANSPORTATION
PROJECTS
The BATS is responsible for public information meetings for specific transportation studies
outside of the required plans and programs. These special studies will incorporate the
opportunity for public review and comment. The format for each of these meetings will be
designed to ensure the greatest opportunity for participation, feedback, and comment. The
jurisdiction or consultant developing the project is typically responsible, but will develop the
input approach, format, and materials in coordination with BATS staff. BATS staff will also
provide assistance as needed.

SECTION XV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN (PPP) MONITORING AND
EVALUATION MECHANISMS
Regular monitoring and review of the BATS PPP must be conducted in order to determine its
effectiveness. The goal of the PPP is to provide the framework and strategies for meaningful
involvement of the public in the transportation planning process. To ensure BATS is achieving
their participation goals, the PPP and the strategies will be evaluation with the following:
1. Whether complete information, timely public notice, full public access to key
decisions, full and open access to MPO documents and meetings has been provided,
and whether the public involvement requirements mandated by the FAST Act have
been met;
2. Whether and to what extent opportunities have been provided to the public to
express their views on transportation planning issues;
3. Whether and to what extent public knowledge and understanding about the BATS
transportation planning process has grown.
4. Whether and to what extent are the PPP performance goals and objectives being
met;
5. Whether and to what extent are lessons learnt from previous public participation
activities being documented and included in annual review for future updates.
In addition to the annual review of the PPP performance goals, the MPO PPP will be evaluated
every three years, or at other appropriate times, to ensure its effectiveness and viability.
Planning efforts, such as the development of special studies or the update of the Metropolitan
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Transportation Plan, that have significant public participation requirements, will also include
the engagement activities which are consistent with the PPP.

SECTION XVI. GUIDANCE FOR PUBLIC PARTCIPATION DURING EMERGENCIES
In keeping with guidance provided by Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to the Georgia
Association of Metropolitan Planning Organization (GAMPO), dated March 16, 2020. The
policies of the Brunswick Area Transportation Study (BATS) are designed to be consistent with
those of our oversight agencies as we are committed to providing meaningful public
involvement in the transportation planning and decision-making process, while also ensuring
protection of human health.
Below are the procedures BATS will implement while conducting outreach and public
participation during public health and other emergencies, as declared at the local, state, or
national level, to help ensure effective public participation when in-person meetings are not
possible.
•

BATS will use virtual alternatives, where feasible, in lieu of in-person public meetings,
public hearings, workshops, and other face-to-face public interactions. BATS will not
hold in-person public interactions, in compliance with current federal, state, tribal, and
local public health guidance issued on events and mass gatherings during that period.

•

Virtual public hearings and meetings will be held as a substitute for in-person public
hearings and meetings during efforts to combat public health emergencies.

•

BATS Staff will coordinate internally and with partner agencies to ensure consistency
with platforms utilized for virtual hearings and meetings.

•

BATS staff will utilize communication channels such as factsheets, phone, and social
media as well as using virtual tools such as on-line meetings, webinars, conference calls,
and call-in numbers to maintain contact with the public and committees.

•

Even while BATS is encouraging the use of technology for virtual meetings and
communications, staff is aware that some individuals may have only limited or no access
to internet or other technologies, or to necessary MPO documents, especially during a
time of social distancing. For example, libraries that serve as information repositories or
that provide a method of internet access may be closed. Therefore, BATS will take steps
to ensure, as practicable, that participants can follow the substance of discussions even
if they lack full access to the technology and/or Agency documents (e.g., by also
providing access via telephone and/or mailing necessary documents upon request.

.
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SECTION XVII. GUIDANCE FOR RETURNING TO IN-PERSON MEETINGS
FOLLOWING EMERGENCIES
BATS will closely watch and adapt based on local, state, and national recommendations prior to
making decisions to returning to in-person gatherings. Final decisions for returning to in-person
gatherings will be made by the BATS Committee Chairman.
BATS will take into consideration the following actions to maintain healthy operations when
returning to in-person gatherings:
• Be aware of local, state, and regional regulations and prioritize them.
• Offer alternative options for staff or attendees that are high-risk. This includes virtual
attendance, remote work or meeting set up instead of working/being in attendance
during a meeting.
• Limit attendees, stagger entrances or rotate shifts and attendance times.
• Encourage transportation options that are low risk such as walking, bicycling, or driving.
• Designate an Emergency point of contact so information is easily communicated.

SECTION XVIII. AMENDMENTS TO THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN (PPP)
The BATS staff will request review of the PPP by the Policy Committee at least every three years
based upon the results of the annual evaluations. The public will have 45 days to review and
comment on changes to PPP after the 30-day GDOT comment period and prior to the Policy
Committee's vote. The Policy Committee will consider the recommendations of the CAC, TCC,
BATS staff, and public when voting to approve updates or amendments to the PPP.
When required, staff will incorporate newly adopted federal or state regulations affecting the
public participation process into the PPP. Staff will send notices to local newspapers, radio
stations, and television stations listed in Appendix B of the PPP. Individuals and organizations in
the stakeholder database described in this document will also be notified. Other means of
advertising, as appropriate, may also be used in conjunction with these methods.
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APPENDIX A: RESOURCE AGENCIES

APPENDIX A
Resource Agencies
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Organization

Georgia Department of
Community Affairs

Georgia Department of
Economic Development

Georgia Forestry
Commission
Georgia Ports Authority
Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Historic Preservation
Division, DNR

Address

60 Executive Park South,
NE Atlanta, GA 30329

Technology Square,
75 5th Street N.W.
Suite 1200 Atlanta, GA
30308
5645 Riggins Mill Road Dry
Branch, Georgia 31020
1100 Bay St, Brunswick, GA
31520
2 Martin Luther King Jr.
Drive, SE, Suite 1252
Atlanta, GA 30334
DNR Historic Preservation
Division
Jewett Center for Historic
Preservation
2610 GA Hwy 155, SW
Stockbridge, GA 30281

Contact

Website

Available Information

https://www.dca.ga.gov/

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Boundary Maps
Coastal Resource Maps
Community Facility Maps
Cultural Resources Maps
Demographics and Economic Data
Groundwater Recharge Area Map
Protected Mountain Area Map
Protected River Maps
Water Supply Watershed Maps

404-962-4000

https://www.georgia.org/

•

Economic & Industrial/State
Economic Development
Authorities

478-751-3500/ 1-800-GATREES (428-7337
Director of Economic and
Industrial Development:
912.964.3879
(404) 656-3505

http://www.gfc.state.ga.us/

•

Provides contracts to each Chief
Ranger and Forester

•

Freight and Intermodal

•

GA register of Historic Places
Inventories
River Basin Protection Plan
GA Flood Mapping Program
GA register of Historic Places
inventories
River Basin Protection Plan
GA Flood Mapping Program and
NAHRGIS

(404) 679-4840

770-389-7844

http://gaports.com/

https://gadnr.org/

https://georgiashpo.org/

•
•
•
•
•
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Environmental Protection
Division

2 Martin Luther King Jr.
Drive SE
Suite 1456, East Tower
ATLANTA, GA 30334

(404) 362-2537

https://epd.georgia.gov/

•
•
•
•
•

River Basin Protection Plan
GA Flood Mapping Program
State Implementation plan,
USGS Maps,
US FWS Wetland Maps

Wildlife Resource Division,
DNR
State Parks & Historic Sites,
DNR

2067 US Highway 278 SE,
Social Circle, GA 30025
2600 Highway 155 SW
Stockbridge, GA 30281

706-557-3333

https://georgiawildlife.com/

•

Cultural Resources

770-389-7286

https://gastateparks.org/

•
•
•
•
•

Coastal Resources, DNR

One Conservation Way,
Brunswick, GA 31520

(912) 264-7218

Historic Site maps
State Park Maps
DEM materials
Floodplain maps
Vegetation types and extent of
coverage
Areas of Special concern with
setbacks and buffers
Downstream Coastal Resources of
Concern
Aviation Programs
Rail Programs
Transit Programs
Waterway Programs

https://coastalgadnr.org/
•
•

GA Department of
Transportation

One Georgia Center
600 West Peachtree NW
Atlanta, GA 30308

(404) 631-1990
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Table 1: Geographic Information Systems Data Sources
Website Name
GIS Data Depot
Federal Geographic Data
Committee
United States Geological Survey
(USGS)

URL
http://data.geocomm.com/

Information
Data layers by state and county

https://www.fgdc.gov/

Digital geographic data

http://www.usgs.gov/pubprod/

Small scale datasets, land set data, ecosystems,
topography and more.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

www.fws.gov/data

NWI, USFWS Regional Ecosystem Coverage’s
and Migratory bird conservation data center

National Park Service

www.cr.nps.gov

National Register of Historic Places and
National Archeological Database

U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency

www.epa.gov

National Watershed data

Georgia GIS Data Clearinghouse

https://data.georgiaspatial.org/

Layer data available for county and state
(requires a free account to be created)

USGS Center for Spatial Analysis
Technologies

http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/

Layers available for conservation lands, state
parks, historic sites and land use

Georgia Spatial Data
Infrastructure

https://www.georgiaspatial.org/

Local, regional and state datasets
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APPENDIX B: STAKEHOLDERS DATABASE

APPENDIX B
Stakeholder Database
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Table 2: Brunswick Area Transportation Study Members and Affiliations
Brunswick Area Transportation Study (BATS) Policy Committee
Organization
Name

Title

BATS Citizen Advisory Committee

Ben Slade

Chairperson

Brunswick/Golden Isles Chamber of
Commerce

Ralph Staffin

President

City of Brunswick

Cornell Harvey

Mayor

Tanet Mayers

City Manager

Alan Ours

County Administrator

Mike Browning

Glynn County Commissioner District 1

Robert Burr

Executive Director, Airport Commission

Terra Winslett (Proxy for Robert Burr)

Airport Property Manager/ Administrative Assistant,
Airport Commission

Russell McMurry

Commissioner GDOT

Tom McQueen (Proxy)

Assistant State Planning Administrator

Vivian Canizares

GDOT Planner

Sean Thomas

Planner Associate

Georgia Ports Authority

Randy Weitman (Proxy for all Director of
Port Planning)

Manager of Engineering Services

FHWA GA Division

Ann-Maire Day

Transportation Planner

Jekyll Island Authority

C. Jones Hooks

Executive Director

Glynn County

Georgia Dept of Transportation

FWHA is a non-voting member of both committees
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Brunswick Area Transportation Study (BATS) Transportation Technical Committee
Organization
Name

Title

Brunswick/Glynn County Development Authority

Unknown/Vacant

Interim Director

Brunswick Golden Isles Visitors Bureau

Unknown/Vacant

Executive Director

City of Brunswick

Garrow Alberson
Travis Stegall
Garrow Alberson

City Engineer
Director of Economic and Community Development
Director, Public Works

City of Brunswick Police Department

Kevin Jones

Police Chief

Coastal Regional Commission of Georgia

Don Massisack

Executive Director

David Dantzler (Proxy)

Mobility Manager

Paul Andrews

Division Manager, County Engineer

Dave Austin

Director of Public Works

Vernon Bessing

McKinnon-St. Simons Island Airport Operations Coordinator (Airport
Commission)

David DeLoach

Engineering Division Manager

Pamela Thompson

Director of Community Development

Glynn County

Mainland Planning Commission
Island Planning Commission
Steve Usher

Director, Emergency Management (Glynn-Brunswick 911 Center)

Stefanie Leif

Planning & Zoning Manager

Vernon Bessing

Brunswick Airport Manager

Chief John Powell

Chief

Sgt. Eric Naugle (Proxy)

Sergeant

Lt. David M. Haney (Proxy)

Lieutenant

FHWA GA Division

Ann-Marie Day

Transportation Planner

Georgia Dept of Transportation

Vivian Canizares

Transportation Planner

Byron Cowart

District Planning & Programming Engineer

Georgia Ports Authority

Randy Weitman

Manager of Engineering Services

Jekyll Island Authority

Noel Jensen

Senior Director of Facilities and Public Services

Glynn County Police Department

FWHA is a non-voting member of both committees
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Brunswick Area Transportation Study (BATS) Citizens Advisory Committee
Name

Affiliated Organization

Title

Ed Ellis

N/A

Retired Transportation Planner

Edward G. Bostic Sr.

St. Simmons Transit/ Coastal Georgia
Greenway

Director of Operations and Safety

Bill Young

Golden Isle Broadcasting / 92.7 WSSI-FM

On-Air Morning DJ on 92-7 SSI Radio Station

James M. Gilligan

N/A

N/A

Zachary B. Harris

Hunter Maclean

Attorney

Melinda Ennis-Roughton

Family Connection, Glynn County

Executive Director

Ben Slade

Costal Georgia Greenway

N/A

Michael Popwell

Waycross health and Rehabilitation

N/A

Ed Farley

Ed Farley and Associates

N/A

Steve Holt

Synovus

Real Estate Banker

Wally Orrel

Jekyll Island

Executive Director
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Brunswick Area Transportation Study (BATS) MTP Technical Sub-Committee
Organization
Name
Glynn County

Title

Paul Andrews

County Engineer

Dave Austin

Director, Public Works

Vernon Bessing

Pamela Thompson

Technical Representative, Airport Commission
Roads and Drainage Manager, Glynn County Public
Works Department
Director, Community Development

Garrow Alberson

Assistant City Engineer

John Hunter

Director, Community Development

Georgia Ports Authority

Randy Weitman (Proxy for all Managing
Director)

Manager of Engineering Services

GA Dept of Transportation

Vivian Canizares/Tom McQueen

FHWA GA Division

Ann-Marie Day

Ben Pierce

City of Brunswick

Transportation Planner
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Table 3: Potential Environmental Justice Contacts
Name
Address
WWIO 88.9FM
1426 Newcastle ST. #200
WAYR 90.7FM
Brunswick, GA 31520
185 Benedict Road
WRJY 104.1FM
Brunswick, GA 31520
The Brunswick News
The Georgia Star

P.O. Box 40629
Jacksonville, FL 32203

Chapter 36, DAV (Golden Isles
Disabled American Veterans)

P.O. Box 1001
Brunswick, GA 31520

NAACP - Jacksonville
NAACP – Savannah
Golden Isles TV
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
2588
Coastal Regional Commission
of Georgia

1725 Oakhurst Ave. #401
Jacksonville, FL 32208
1204 Martin Luther King Blvd.
Savannah, GA 31415

Phone Number
(912) 344-3565

Website
www.gpb.com/savannah

(912) 342-1083

http://907.wayradio.org/

(912) 261-1000

www.thewave1041.com

(912) 265-8320

www.thebrunswicknews.com

(904) 766-8834

www.thegeorgiastar.com

(904) 764-7578
(912) 233-4161
(912) 399-3594

1034 Glynn Park Rd.
Brunswick, GA 31525
1181 Coastal Drive SW
Darien, GA

www.goldenislestv.net
http://myvfw.org/ga/post2588/

(912) 437-0800

http://www.crc.ga.gov/

CCGA Español de la Costa

http://www.ccga.edu/SDServices/clubs/Esp
anol.asp

CCGA French / Italian Club

http://www.ccga.edu/SDServices/clubs/Fren
chItalian.asp
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Name
CCGA Nontraditional Students
Group (NTS)

Address

Phone Number

Website
http://www.ccga.edu/SDServices/clubs/NTS.
asp

One College Drive
Brunswick, GA 31520

912.279.5898

http://www.ccga-crowsnest.com/

Ms. Jennifer Zak, Director of
Counseling and Disability
Services

912.279.5806

http://www.ccga.edu/ODS/

Grace House of Brunswick, Inc. Brunswick, GA 31520

912-258-6137

www.gracehousebrunswick.com

Brunswick Housing Authority
Brunswick

912-265-1334

http://www.brunswickpha.org/

The Crows Nest

Totally Free Inc Brunswick
Southeast Baptist Senior Care Inc
Brunswick

Brunswick, GA 31520
2517 Norwich St
Brunswick, GA 31520
121 Burgess Road
Brunswick, GA 31523

912-265-1515
912-261-8560

Shelter Listings

Www.shelterlistings.org
http://www.financialhelpresources.com/city
/brunswick-ga.html

Financial Help Resources
Coastal Georgia Area
Community Action Authority

1 Community Action Drive
Brunswick, GA - 31521

912-264-3281

Glynn County DFCS Brunswick

4420 Altama Avenue, Suite 9
Brunswick, GA - 31521

(912) 262-3200

http://dfcs.dhs.georgia.gov

Safe Harbor Children's Shelter

2215 Gloucester Street
Brunswick, GA 31521

912-267-6000

http://www.safeharborshelter.org/index.ht
m
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Name
Glynn Community Crisis
Center, Inc.
Pine Ridge Baptist

United Way of Coastal Georgia

Address
P.O. Box 278
Brunswick, Georgia 31521
15 Nimitz Dr.
Brunswick, GA 31520
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 877
Brunswick, Georgia 31521

Phone Number

Website

(912) 264-1348
(912) 265-2228

(912) 265-1850

AARP Georgia

http://uwcga.org/our-partners/communityresource-directory/

http://states.aarp.org/region/georgia/
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Table 4: Private Transportation Services
Business Name
SUPERNOVA TRANSPORTATION
IN SAFE HANDS(PERSONAL MEDICAL TRANSPORT)
SEASIDE TRANSPORT, LLC
PERSONAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, INC
CROSSROAD TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, LLC/SEASIDE
ACME AUTO TRANSPORT, LLC
MAX TRANSPORT COMPANY/MAX TO GO
ISLAND TRANSPORT & TAXI SERVICES, INC. & CAB ONE
CALL MY RIDE TAXI CAB

Address
134 YORKTOWN DR
BRUNSWICK GA 31525
114 FAIRMAN AV
BRUNSWICK GA 31525
316 PINE ST
ST SIMONS ISLAND GA 31522
116 ROYAL DR
BRUNSWICK GA 31523
129 BARKENTINE CT
ST SIMONS ISLAND GA 31522
173 DEER CIR
BRUNSWICK GA 31525
219 VILLAGER DR
ST SIMONS ISLAND GA 31522
708 E ISLAND SQUARE DR
ST SIMONS ISLAND GA 31522
128 OWENS LN
BRUNSWICK GA 31525
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APPENDIX C: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN PERFORMANCE MONITORING
MATRIX

APPENDIX C:
PERFORMANCE MATRIX
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BATS Public Participation Plan Performance Monitoring Matrix
Plan: BATS Public Participation Plan
Oversight Agencies Review:
Policy Committee Adoption Date:
Public Review Period:
Participation Plan Strategies
Method Used
Deadline Date(s) Goal/Objectives 1Target /Actual
(Yes/No)
4
Meetings/ Stakeholder
Meetings
In-person Meetings (Requested)
Public open houses/meetings
Committee meetings
Small/focus group Meetings
Stakeholder Interviews/Meetings

1
1
1
1
1

2
2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3
3

4
4
4
4
4

2/
2/
3/
1/
1/

Public Review of Draft Documents

1

2

3

4

Y/N

MPO 101 Education and Training

1

2

3

4

10/

Glynn County Website

1

2

3

4

Y/N

City of Brunswick website

1

2

3

4

Y/N

BATS MPO Website

1

2

3

4

Y/N

MPO Mailing list
Resource Agency Mailing list
MPO Committees Mailing list
Social Media Posting
Press Release
Comment forms

1
1
1
1
1
1

2
2
2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3
3
3

4
4
4
4
4
4

40/
200/
50/
5/
4/
20/

Surveys

1

2

3

4

15/

Measure

Number of staff speaking engagements
Number of attendances at public meetings
Number of committee meetings held
Number of non-MPO community meetings
Number of meetings held/ stakeholder issues
addressed in planning process/documents
Draft planning documents provided for
review/comment prior to adoption
Number of attendees at orientation and
training sessions

Media Relations
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Website being consistently updated with most
recent information
Website being consistently updated with most
recent information
Website being consistently updated with most
recent information
Number of emails/mailings
Number of emails/mailings
Number of emails/mailings
Number of press release in local news paper
Number of comments forms completed
during/after meetings
Number of surveys returned or percentage
response
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Posters/Flyers
Presentations
Visualization techniques

1
1
1

2
2
2

3
3
3

4
4
4

Y/N
4/
Y/N

Posters/ flyers created for specific projects
Number of presentations given
Various visualization techniques utilized
techniques at meeting, including the use of
ArcMap/GIS software

1

2

3

4

1/

Number of presentation/ meetings to partner
and /or non-partner agencies

Environmental Justice

1

2

3

4

10/

Limited English Proficiency

1

2

3

4

3/

Persons with Disabilities

1

2

3

4

4/

Number of qualitative demographic surveys
returned from public meeting
Number of meetings with translated materials
and translator present
Number of meeting with accessible locations

1
1
1
1
1

2
2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3
3

4
4
4
4
4

1/
1/
1/
1/
1/

Organizations /Clubs
Presented through the BATS CAC

Affected Groups (EJ, LEP)

Venues
Bridge Runs (5k)
Football Games
Pop-up Informational Tents
Fairs
Churches
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Number of meetings held in nontraditional venues
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APPENDIX D: BATS POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHIC MAPS

APPENDIX D
Maps
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Transportation
Study (BATS)
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APPENDIX E: PUBLIC REVIEW NOTICES
MPO’s Website Posting
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Public Review Flyer
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Brunswick Newspaper Posting
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APPENDIX F: PUBLIC COMMENTS AND MPO RESPONSES

Federal Highway Administration
BATS Public Participation Plan (PPP) Update
Oversight Agency Comments
MPO: Brunswick
Page/Section

Comments

MPO’s Response

PPP Update and Response

Overall Comments
FHWA has a goal to aid the MPOs in consistency and producing the best products possible.
This document is not referred to
MPO Staff has updated the draft document
Section III. PUBLIC Participation as a Public Participation Plan. It is
accordingly to reference Public Participation
Plan (PPP) Requirements
just a Participation Plan. Please
Plan and not just Participation Plan
revise the document accordingly

Completed: previous draft document released for
public comment had references throughout the
document of "Participation Plan" instead of "Public
Participation Plan”.

Please add the word shareholders MPO Staff has updated the draft document
Section III. PUBLIC Participation where public input is listed
accordingly to replace all references of
Plan (PPP) Requirements
throughout the document
Public input with shareholders

Completed: previous draft document made
references to public input and not shareholders

SECTION IV. GENERAL PUBLIC
AWARENESS AND
PARTICIPATION ACTIVITIES

SECTION IV. GENERAL PUBLIC
AWARENESS AND
PARTICIPATION ACTIVITIES

The role and responsibilities of
the PC is not clear as the other
Committees. Please revise the
document to clearly define the
role and responsibility of the PC
as this body is the MPO
Under the CAC, there is a typo in
the last sentence

MPO staff updated the roles and
responsibilities of the PC in the PPP to more
clearly define the committee's duties within
the MPO.
MPO Staff has reviewed and updated typo
identified
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Completed: previous draft documents did not
clearly define the roles and responsibilities of the
Policy Committee as the body of the MPO

Completed: Previous draft document has a typo in
the section describing the roles and responsibilities
of the CAC.
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Title VI

Performance Measures

Performance Measures

Title VI – the document
referenced inclusion of the Title
VI Plan but it is not there
Performance Measures – The
word Strategies is used
incorrectly in the matrix.
Strategies is
how you will achieve your
identified objectives/goals. The
strategies column seems more as
objectives/goals and the
Methods column seem more like
the Strategies
Performance Measures –
Consider adding a Target column
on the Performance Matrix since
the MPO will be evaluating
progress

MPO staff review draft document for
reference of a Title VI Plan.

Completed: previous draft document references
the BATS Title VI policies and procedures. The MPO
does not have a Title VI Plan and this time.

MPO Staff has reviewed and updated
performance measure section of draft
document to ensure goals and objectives as
well as strategies are being reference
correctly.

Completed: previous draft document made
references to methods instead of strategies and
goals and objectives as strategies.

MPO Staff has reviewed the performance
Completed: previous draft plan included a
monitoring matrix in the previous draft plan.
target/actual column in performance monitoring
Performance monitoring matrix does include
matrix.
a target/actual column

Performance Measures

I recommend to also add
Education/Outreach in the form
of MPO 101, etc. to Raise
Awareness

Performance Measures

The MPO should consider utilizing
MPO staff has updated performance matrix
GIS to map location of projects in
and to include GIS as a visualization
the TIP, etc. as avisualization
techniques/tool
technique/tool

MPO staff has updated performance
measures goals and objectives to include
education and outreach
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Completed: previous draft plan did not list
education/outreach as a performance measures
goal.

Completed: previous draft plan did not list ArcGIS
as a visualization technique/tool.
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SECTION XI. PUBLIC
INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES
ASSOCIATED WITH THE
TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)

Please revise TIP Comment
Period to include a documented
process if there are significant
comments on the draft TIP while
out for public comment. You can
follow the language used in
the MTP section for Public
Comment.

MPO staff has updated the draft plan to
include a documented process on the TIP
public comment period if there are
significant comments received on the draft
TIP while out for public comment

Completed: previous draft plan did not include a
documented process if there are significant
comments received on the draft TIP while out for
public comment.

Performance Monitoring Matrix

Performance Matrix – This table
has Objectives 1-4, but Objectives
1-4 is not identified in the
Participation Plan. Please revise
for consistency

MPO staff updated performance measures
goals/objectives to have corresponding
number to meet performance monitoring
matrix details

Completed: previous draft plan did not have
associated numbering for performance
goals/objectives as detailed on the performance
monitoring matrix in Appendix C

52

BRUNSWICK AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY (BATS) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 2020

Georgia Department of Transportation - Office of Planning
BATS Public Participation Plan (PPP) Update
Oversight Agency Comments
MPO: Brunswick
Page/Section

Comments

MPO’s Response

PPP Update and Response

Overall Comments
GDOT has a goal to aid the MPOs in consistency and producing the best products possible.

Table of content

Please update section roman numbering
formatting after Section
VII, it should be Section VIII instead of Section
VI. Reflect those changes within the
document if needed.

MPO staff has updated PPP sections with the correct roman Completed: previous draft plan has broken roman
numerical numbering sequence where applicable.
numeral numbering in sections.

Table, (Page 11):

The table may need a title. For example:
“Strategies to Monitor
and Evaluate Performance Measures and
Goals”.

MPO staff reviewed draft document and added title to
performance measures goals and objectives table.

Appendix letters need
format update, (Pages: 13,
14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, and
21):

All Appendices addressed in the beforementioned pages need to be corrected. As
MPO staff has reviewed and revised all reference
per document’s Appendix order, all addressed throughout the draft document to correspond with the
“Appendix B” should be “Appendix C”,
correct appendices tab.
and all “Appendix C” should be “Appendix E”.
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Completed: previous draft plan did not include a title
for performance measures and objectives table.

Completed: previous draft plan made references to
incorrect appendices.
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Public Information
Meetings, (Page: 18) and
Comment Periods, (Page:
19):

The
sentence “Staff will send notices to local
newspapers, radio stations, and television
stations listed in in Appendix B of this
document.” might be “Staff will send notices
to
local newspapers, radio stations, and
television stations listed in Appendix B of this
document.”

MPO staff has reviewed the draft and update to remove
repeated word "in" in the section identified.

Completed: previous draft document included a typo
with the word "in". MPO staff revised accordingly

Appendix A, (Page 25):

Nothing is attached within this Appendix

MPO staff has updated draft plan to include materials for
Appendix A.

Completed: previous draft plan was missing Title VI
Policy Statement for Appendix A

SECTION XIII PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION PLAN (PP)
MONITORING AND
EVALUATION
MECHANISMS, (Page 22):

We recommend to add some verbiage
within this section on how the MPO is making
sure of the effectiveness and viability of
MPO staff has updated draft plan to include verbiage
the PP. For example, adding new strategies to
detailing how the MPO will ensure the effectiveness and
address goals and objectives and/or
viability of the PPP.
noting lessons learnt from previous Public
Participation activities which will be
consider for future updates.
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Completed: previous draft plan included a
Performance monitoring matrix detailing how the PPP
will be monitored to ensure effective public
participation. Staff also added additional verbiage per
GDOTs request.

