Proposed Humane Tethering Ordinance
By Gerald Rewis, Senior Animal Control Officer and
Tiffani Hill, Animal Control Division Manager

Overview of Tethering Ordinances in Georgia
*Over 50% of Georgia residents live in communities with tethering restrictions

*By Claudine Wilkins and Jessica Rock,
Founders of Animal Law Source www.animallawsource.org 2016

Our Proposed Ordinance for Glynn County
HUMANE TETHERING ORDINANCE
• Tether (or Tethering) means to restrain an animal by tying the
animal to any inanimate object or structure. Tethering shall not
include using a leash to walk a dog or cat.
• Bans heavy chains (>10% of dog’s body weight)
• Bans dogs being chained on vacant/abandoned properties
• Mandates minimum tether length (6+ feet) & clear of entanglements
• Mandates proper fitting collars that don’t prong, pinch or choke
• Mandates accessible shelter, food & water

Why Consider this Ordinance?
• Provides certain, consistent, & enforceable minimum care standards
• Gives PD & ACOs opportunity to educate dog owners on proper care
• Reduces neighbor complaints re: constant barking, running at large &
other undesirable behaviors of tethered dogs
• Reduces public safety threat - chained dogs = more likely to be
aggressive

Tethered Dogs & The Community
Tethered dogs =
• 2.8x more likely to bite an adult
• 5.4x more likely to bite a child
• May have little to no socialization
• Become victims of stray dogs who attack them
• 2017 State Farm reported nationally 3,618 dogrelated injury claims totaling >$132 million

Glynn County: Meet Laundry Line

Glynn County: Meet Hank

Before going into
medical foster care

Why Not Ban Tethering Altogether?
Our goal is not to remove dogs from caring but uneducated/lowincome families
• Lack of fenced yards in Glynn County
• Pet ownership is saturated in Glynn County (HSSCG)
• We lack of resources/dedicated officers to enforce a ban
• = Opportunity to educate & assist dog owners (donated dog houses)

An Opportunity to Educate

In Summary:
We respectfully ask that you consider approving
this draft Humane Tethering Ordinance to our
Animal Ordinances.
Looking to the future: Animal Control is working
with the County’s legal department on a proposal
for adding a livestock/farm animal ordinance and
a definition for the term “shelter”.

This is Hank Now – Healing & Available for
Adoption at Glynn County Animal Control

Draft of Humane Tethering Ordinance
2-4-3
o.

Tether (or Tethering) means to restrain an animal by tying the animal to any
inanimate object or structure. Tethering shall not include using a leash to walk a
dog or cat. A Tether is a leash, cord, rope, chain, running line or other similar
item used to restrain an animal by tying the animal to an inanimate object.

2-4-26 Tethering
a.

It shall be unlawful for any person, either by act or omission, to:
1. tether an animal with equipment or materials, or in conditions, which cause or
may cause injury to the animal;
2. use a prong, pinch, or choke collar to tether an animal;
3. tether an animal by using a collar or harness that does not provide enough
room between the collar or harness and the animal’s throat that at least two
fingers may fit or is loose enough that the animal can escape from
confinement;
4. tether an animal using tie-out materials that exceed ten percent (10%) of the
animal’s body weight or that are less than six (6) feet in length;
5. use tow chains or log chains as a tether or collar for a tethered animal;
6. allow an animal to be tethered such that the animal is not confined to the
owner’s property;
7. allow an animal to be tethered such that the tether could extend over an object
or an edge in a way that could result in injury or strangulation of the animal;
8. allow an animal to be tethered such that the tether could become entangled
with other animals;
9. allow an animal to be tethered such that the length of the tether does not
provide the animal with continuous access to food, water, and appropriate
shelter;
10. tether an animal on a vacant or abandoned property.

b.

This section shall not apply to conduct which is otherwise permitted under the
laws of this state or of the United States.
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c.

If an Animal Control Officer finds any violations as listed in this subsection, the
Animal Control Officer can require the person responsible for the unlawfully
tethered animal to immediately change the animal’s conditions so as to protect the
animal from unsafe conditions. If the responsible party fails to correct any
unlawful tethering conditions, the Animal Control Unit may impound the
unlawfully tethered animal in accordance with § 2-4-7 of the Animal Control
Ordinance of Glynn County.

d.

For a first-time violation, the Animal Control Unit shall issue a notice of violation
to the responsible party providing an adequate time period, not exceeding
seventy-two (72) hours, for the responsible party to make corrections in
compliance with this section. Thereafter, each violation of this section shall be
subject to enforcement in accordance with Sections 2-4-9 and 2-4-15 of the Glynn
County Code of Ordinances.
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